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—Muft the ke 2 our IF IEG be the 
reciſe meaſure of -vurs?.— What if they had 
ns but one half of. What they did know, muſt 
we never have rie ore? What if they were 
under ſtrong x re udiCeS; El ducat ion, and would 
not examine; 3 WIe if they {o reverenced the 
| Opinions of other good and -learned Men, or 
imagined theſe On to be of ſo ſacred a Nature, 
that they durſt nor examine; Or, what if they 
fancied them ſo much above all human Compre- 
henſion that it was their duty not to examine 7 
Or of ſuch Weight and Importance, that it Was 
impious to examine? Whatever their foibles, or 
Whatever their fetters were, what is that to us? 
Are we not bound to follow Chälsr, and ig 
— him alone MasTEex P 8 | | 
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REV. Mr. De COETLOGON, 


Ru v. gin. bits S £5 a 
I ͤmuſt appeal to your aide for” e of <7 


| the liberty I am about to take, in commenting 

upon a diſcourſe of Mr. Edwards's, lately pub- 
liſhed by you upon the Eternity of Hell Torments+ . . 
—— I have no doubt Sir, but that Mr 
Edwards, had a very laudable object in vier 
when he compoſed that diſcourſe, and W 
your motives are equally pure in now publiſh» 
ing it. And I am the more ready to be of this; 
opinion, when I conſider, that: it is next to- 

- impoſſible. any. Man ſhould utter the awful. 
language of this ſermon, unleſs; he really con- 
ceived. that no ſacrifices ere to great for the: 
converſion of mankind: and that it were better: 
to blacken the rightedus Character of he ever 
bleſſed God. than to leave Men unconverted 
for want af a due ſhare of infernal : proſpeRs, 
How far this. Zeal. is according to Ram. 
ledge, 1 rave you. to Jade ©), nt, + as oo] 
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1 4 am . per! fuaded however, th at you, wal 
ndt have done thus, ha Ly cen, 85 
that the goodneſs of God, i is as "worthy to 
| defended, and as "valuable | to Man as as » 'the 
Juice of God. Have 50 you 2 never. yet been 
Lali bj, "that" God" 0 * 
aug, is not a Grant Ha 


ah never yet di . that altho God 


Sl. 
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takes vengeance, yet he is not revengeful, that he 
Puiuſhes the delinquent without eppreſjion.. with- 
out cFueity * Do you not now that God is 


equally uninfluenced by rage and by malice? 


Ix. not: revenge the pleaſure of a weak Mid? 
—— Infirmi eft animi exiguigue voluptas | 
22 mans 


Yi will e ape fear, that this nir of fea- 
ſoning will operate againſt the propriety of any 
puniſhment at all — You may abate your fears. 
It” is neither revengeful, malicious, or cruel, 
to give to every one his due — and did you 
meyer hear that there is no proportion between 
a tranſient: and temporary ACT, and an eternal 
- PUNISHMENT ? That if 2 Man injures or 
inte rrupts the happineſo of others, it is juſt 
that he fh- uld ſuffer an EQUIVALENT pain? 


— 


That if a man abuſes his nature in unlawful 


pleaſures he ſhould ſi· ſtain a proportionableanguith? „ 


Is not the infliction of miſery God's ſtrange 
work, and does wen not e it out in fuch ata 


1 4 is 4 ever ko for ever FN Sil 
the Law, and upbraiding and inſulting the 
1 * Is this the va too to check 
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the malignant evil of rebellion ? * Ts it a made 
befitting infinite wiſdom, and ſupreme goodriefs | 
to keep rebels alive for ever in rebellion, an 
order to ſecure the honor of. hie L urs, and t 
ſtem the il of dif. bedierce? Or rather Sir, 


wVould not the honor of God's laws be more 


abundantly ſecured, and: he evil more effeQually 
_ aboliſhed by cutting off the aggrelſor ? Would 
not the ends of a good government ſuch as 
= is, b. more amply obtained by tak 
from the ſinner «hat protection, which - 

js has wilfully and: Tebellicuſly' forfeited? 
Would it not be more confiftent with our ideas 
of wiſdom, as well as ef goodneſs and juſtice, 
thai God ſhould puniſh ſinners with «verlafting 
DESTRUCTION, according t> the Scriptures, 


than that he (hould precipitate: th em into tered 5 


PAINS Me tu the ae 25 2 815 
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Let me aſk you fg Did) you. never «fuſe 


> pect that the phraſe the infinite eu, of Sin 16 


vague, uncertain, and unſcriptural 7 Did y 
never ſuſpect that they are high ſounding Werds. 
without any meaning? I it not poſſible that 
words and ſentences ſhould be put together, 
which can convey no ideas ? Is not this the caſe 
here? Will you ſhew the world what yon 
mean by an infinite evil? Will you tell them 
thai that which i is infinite has no bounds, and 


that en der daes, mich hn bound 
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= Of that the evil of the of has no bonds? 
And then tell them what you mean by there 
5 being po bounds to this cuil. If you find on 
examination that the Scriptures are ſilent, and 
| that common ſenſe will not befriend you, act 
1 like 2 Miniſter of the THUTH, and give. 
| this point up. | — | 
This done, 113 8 you, 
at you mean by an infinite obligation You ' 
fay © It the obligation to love honor and obey 
Rn. God, be infinite, then Sin is a violation of in- 
. | finite obligation.” — But what my friend do 
| von mean by an obligation without bounds, or 
Init, or end? Put yeur anfwer I pray you; 
into fuch words, as ſhall clearly ſhew how and 
What this is Tell us alfo if there are any 
degrees in infinity? And if th :e are not, and 
all things which are infinite, are equally ſo, then 
tc vs; whether all fins and all ſorts of ſins, 
e nos equally violations of infinite obligation, 
we conſequentiy without exception equal? 
I in anſwering this queſtisn, you: ſhall be 
Whliged to gp back ts enquire into the nature 
0̃ the crime, and the fituation of the offender. 
nN onder to afcertain the degree of guilt, will i wr 
not be found that man heing'a finite creature can. : 
not do an infinite 442 Will not ſuch z an enqui- | 
xp ſpoil this favored poſition, and fhew, that' the 
iis be found in the indlighadity 
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Arche Sinner, and in che turpitude of lis Crimes. 
that the degree of | the- puniſhment muſt 'be 
proportioned to the miſchief of the I commuted, 
and that nothing more is wanting to ſati: f the 
utmoſt demands of Ju'tice? And will it nog 
follow from theſe premiſes, that infinite obli, 
gations, infinite evils, and infinite- puniſhments, 
are the children of enthuſiaſm, airy phantom 
dancing before diſtempered anaginations? 1 50 
The learned Dr. Hammond, + Archbiſhop - - 
Tilloiſon and Si: William Dawes, when ſeve. 
rally writing in defence of Hell Torments, reck. 
on theſe arguments drawn from the inſinity 
of God, niceties, unſari factory, incancluſroe, and 
 andefenſible: and the learned Ray when alſo” 
defending this ſubject, oonfeſſas, chat it is not 
penetrable to our dim ſighted reaſon; hew 
che juſtice of God, can oonſiſt with the erernq 
damnation ef the Wicked — This you fee 
reduces the * * the Randard of 
Scripmre. - Re bg 5 
No Sir, if in deflation ee 
you will ſtill cry eur for che infinity of evits 
and the znfiz/ty of puniſhment, of which che 
Scriptures tpeak not Od won, and which 
qe REVOLTS at— We ſhall then be 


10 6 Hamm. 130. fee alſo his Prakt. Catech. lib. 3, 
{+ Sr. W. Dawes, erm. + P. 7. Ray on th x 
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obliged to attack you on this other ground, and 
e what we are to underſtand by infinite pu- 
W peste ! What is 2 Puniſhment without 
bounds ? Veu will perhaps get rid of this 


woubleſome' queſtion, by ſaying, that Man as a 
Haute being cannot ſuſtain, or be the ſubject of 


ar which is infinite, in the largeſt ſen ſetife of that 


word, as that which has neither bounds nor 
Ems; but you will fay, that by an infinite 
puniſhment, you mean an eternal puniſhment» 
De it fo. Then I aſk you wherein appears 
the neceſſity that the #9rture and miſery of the 
damned, ſhall have no end? You will ſay be- 
caunſe they never can pay the debt. But tell 
me my good Sir, which of the divinle perfecti- 
ons is moſt magnified by this procedure! the di- 
vine Goodneſs, which muſt be Conſtatitly oppoſed 
by it, the divine Vi ſdam, which muſt be con- 
flantly inſultad by it, or the divine Fulftite, which 
muſt be conſtantly provoked by it? Divine 
goodneſs, wiſdom, and juſtice, unite in con- 


abhor that mſery and ſin ſhould - perpetually 
him: becauſe ti en indeed moſt truly, 


ignorance and ſpleen would uſurp the ſeat of 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, © ind Juſtice would 


| bow at the ſhine of infult and laue! > 


2 


0 You 
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demning it; they all unite in conſigning the 
Amer and his ſins to perpetual deſolation——thiey | 


1 

Vou may have obſerved Sir, from what has 
Juſt now been ſaid, that if a puniſhment with- 
"out an end, were neceſſary for the ſatisfaction of 
divine Juſtice, we have one aheady provi- 
ded to our hands —the Scriptures are full of it, 
we are there taught moſt explicitly, that the 
puniſhment of the Wicked is death, de eftrudtion 
#orruption, perdition, and that for ever. What 
more Sir, would you have to make an infinite 
puniſhment, if an infinite, or which you ſay is 
the fame thing, an endleſs puniſhment mult be 
had? Do you not ſee, that this ſcheme, this 
ſcriptural and | heayen-born ſcheme, anſwers 
all your, demands ? We will now Sir give you 
leave to Prove, with all the aids, of ſophiſtry, 
that ſin is an infinite evil, that the puniſument 
mult therefore be infinite; that it muſt be eter- 
nal, becauſe it is infinite; that it muſt be eternal, 
be cauſe the debt can never be d. charged: you 
may now prove, that wicked men. ſhall not be 
delivered till they have paid it the utmoſt fanhiog, 
that this utmoft farthing never can be paid, that 
hereby all mercy is excluded, and they mult be 
£ternally damned.: and all this will fall into the 
profound and godlike doctrine of the Scripture, 
which declares that the wicked ſhall be puni bed, a 
with enriching, DESTRUCTION, 


* will now very gravely tell me, that 
,anuihilation 3 is an imilantanecus Act, and there- 
foto 


( to ) 


fore no proper puniſhment, there being in it 
no ſuffering of pain? I anſwer, that the Scrip- 
tures ſay nothing about annihilation, nor have 


1 done ſo: tne Act of deftroying by fire, which 


is the true Scripture dectrine of future puniſh- 
ment, may be ſo diverſified : ſo ſudden or pro- 
uacted, ſo enlarged or leflened, in it's attendant 
- MISERY, as that it may in the diſplay of divine 
Juſtice, be ſuited to all degrees of EVIL, and all 
Aeſcriptions of SINNERS, 


But you ſtill ſee an obſtacle in this view of 
the puniſhment ef the wicked, in thoſe declarati- 
ons of Scripture, which repreſent the pUNISH- 


MENT of the wICKEeD as eternal — You will 


charge it with wanting the properties of eternal 
puniſhment. — You will aſk how that can be 
a puniſhment, which gives no pain? You will 
contend that when it ceaſes to give pain, it 
ceaſes to be a puniſhment, and that it ceaſes 
to give pain when the object is deſtroyed. 


— I muſt-beg leave to differ from you on this 


head allo — The idea of miſery, anguiſh, and 


deſpair, has been ſo linked to the idea of puni/h- 


ments that I knew it is not eaſy to conceive of a 


puniſhment, without alſo conceiving, that it is 


attended with pain - but how does the fact ſtand ; 
we have nothing to do with vulgar prejudices, we 
zre ſeeking after the TRUTH and by the Truth 
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let us be determined. The fact then is that 
the New Teſtament knows vo other puniſh- 
ment of ſin, but ruction by fire. The ſcrip- 
tures conſtantly declare that eternal life, incor- 


ruption, immortality, nen-ſubjefton to death, is 
the peculiar franchiſe, and bleſſedneſs, of the 


penitent and ebedient — the Scriptures as con- 
ſtaatly declare that death, the ſecond death, cor- 


ruption, perdition, deſtruction, a denial of eternal 


LIFE, is the ivreverſible fate of the diſobedient: 
—thus the fact ſtands upou the ſacred records + 
— to deny it, is to deny one of the plaineſt 


doctrines there recorded. 


If then the doctrine of Scripture is, that the 
wicked ſhall be ſubjected to everlaſting de- 
ſtruction, this everlaſting - de/irudion, mutt he 
thai everlaſting puniſbment, of which the Scrip- 
tures alſo ſpeak. And I contend that thi+ is 


properly an everlaſting PUNISHMENT, — Puniſh- 


ment in it's true Scriptural ſenſe is the executicx 
of the Sentence of the Law, be that ſentence 


+ Thele facts the Author intends to prove to 
demonſtration in a larger work, which is nearly 


ready for the preſs, and which will have the 
following Title « A Vindication of the honor of 


God in a Scri ptural refutation of th: Doctrin of 


Eternal Torment, wherein it will appear that 


there is a true Medium between the Doctrine af 
eternal Torment and univerſal Salvation“ 
| what 


12 


hat it may. fo long therefore a* the delin- 
quent remains under the execution of that ſen- 
tence, and undelivered fiom it, fo long he re- 
mains in a ſtate of puniſhment, and it he is 
never delivered from it, his puniſhment muſt 


be eternal. 


And thus Sir, it is in the preſent caſe — the 
the cui ſe, or ſentence of the Law againſt offen- 
ders, is deſtruction — this then is the proper 
 pnniſhment of the divine Law — and if the offen- 
ders are never reſtored to life, if they remain 
for ever in this ſtate of deſtruction — for ever 
under the execution of this ſentence of the 
Law, ſo long they remain not delivered from 
the puniſhment, and if they are never delivered, 
their (197 avis 1s truly and oy eternal, 


bur Auther i in his fourth page, rakes Gs 
pains to prove, that infinite and fupreens bene- 
volence can fee the creatures of it's own will - 
toſſed in tormenting flumes, without reſpite, 
and without end: unmoved, unaffected. Gra- 
cieus God, what a labour! How retrograde is 
this to infinite goodneſs, how degrading to the 
Human underſtanding — and all this forſooth, 
Teſt it ſhould be called or be deemed, a paſ/ton !*? 
And yet this very man, makes the Juſtice of 
God, and the Hatred of Gi d, paſſions in a much 
——_ degree. — Does he not? Is it leſs a 


| pailion 


count, 
bis injured Majeſty. and to glorify his FJuſtice, in 
the eternal wiſery and anguiſh of his Creatures, 
tha! it would be to avoid infliting that eternal 


{ 1233.53 


paſſion which moves God according to his ac. 
to hate Sin infinitely, to vindicate 


miſery and anguiſh, becauſe it is inconſiſtent 
with that clemency, which benevolence de- 


mands, even in the midſt of Judgment: and 


Which ſerves to diſtinguiſh between the cruel 
tyrant, and the benign Judge. I it impoſlible 
Sir, that the ever bleſſed Gov ſhould diſapprove 


of the eternal torment of his creatures, without N 


meaghel: a: d abſurdity, as your author ſuppoſes? 


— Is it impoffible that God fhould be kind, 


without being ridiculous x He ſays the mercy of 
God, is free and Sovereign - that the exerciſes 
of i: i are n necellary - that it is not of ſich a 
nature, that God canno! help but deliver Sin- 


ners from miſery. It is very probable, chat 


this is a true {tate of the caſe, and J think it 


would ſolve a great many theological difficult 


ties, if he would treat the divine Juſtice with 
as much liberality. Take this I pray you as 
a ſpecimen of a fimilar idea of divine Juſtice. 
Divine Juſtice is a branch of the divine good. 
neſs, and confiits in giving to every one his 
due — but God is not obliged to punith every 
one to the utmoſt extent of his crimes - if this 
were the caſe, none would: eſcape the puniſh 
ments of a future fate, Divine Juſtice amports 


—— U — 
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the Fight fo puniſh for crimes; but carries with 
it no abſolute neceſſity. bee requires, that 


All the good any one deſerves, ſhould be im- 
— partcd to him; but does not imply a neceſſity 


to puniſh for offences committed — that is, it 
is no failure of Juſtice, for any being to avoid 
exacting the whole penalty of offenders againſt 


him, for then there would be no poſſible room 


for mercy. I muſt give to every one all that 
F owe him, but I need not take from every 
one all that is owing to me. Juſtice re- 


quires me to pay my debts, but does not 


prevent me from forgiving my debtor. — Carry 
tFeſe obſervations my friend into your cloſet, 
and by them examine the principles you im- 
bibed when young, and which are now aſſi- 


milated into your conſtitution : examine I ſay 
nnpartially, and you will perhaps ſee reaſon to 


adopt a ſyſtem of divinity, ſomewhat more 


Fational, aud leſs diſhonorable to God. 


What he ſays, P- 5. that all miſery in the 
ereature is contrary to God's nature, if c- 


teme miſery is, is nugatory — ſo far as miſery 


is neceſſary to ſupport the authority and ſanctity 
of the divine government, ſo far will the divine 
being inflict it, this ne one denies : but does it 
follow Sir, becauſe it is contrary to God's be- 
nevolent nature and deſigns, to puniſh his crea- 

. tures: 


* - 


| there i is a great evil in fin, which in fact requires 


ſhould think it nat unreaſonable, that they ſhould 
receive the puniſhment they deſerve. A curi- 


nn 


tures with the greateſt paſible torments, and 
without reſpite or end, that therefore God can- 
not inflict miſery at all. Do not you ſee thag 
this reaſoning of your authors is exceedingly 
mnpertinent ? Reverſe the argument I beſeech 
you - uſe the ſame language of the divine Juſtice, 
and you will diſcover that God cannot fergive 
any at all you have nothing to do but to ge on 
{ from the idea that God muf! puniſh either the 
offender or his ſurety, ) to add a little to the 


divine Juſtice, and you will ſoon diſcover by 


the ſame ſort of reaſoning, that Ged: will in the 


end be obliged to puniſb all, in as much all have 
Gnned, and come ſhort of the glory of God. 


Page 6, and 7. are taken up to prove, that 


no proof: and to ſhew that if we could but con» 
ceive, how our fins deſerved eternal miſery, we 


ous piece of information truly — It is juſt as 
tho? he had told us, that if one and one make 
two, then the number two is compoſed of one 
and one. He complains of the infidelity af 
men, as to the deſert of fin — and glad I am 
to hear it — Indeed how is it poilible men 
ſhould believe the account he has given, till 
they have given up all ideas ofthe. goodneſs . 
and love of God, till they have given up 


| 
= 
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| their own underſtanding, and have ſuffered 
 theinſelves to be led by Councils, by e 


. Prieſts. 


Ia p. 8. he goes on to ſhew, that it is 


| Lvitable, decent, and proper, that ſinners ſhould 


be term-nted eternally: and this he proves by 


_ ſhewing, that it is proper that God ſhould hate 


fin infinitely. This fondneſs for infinities ob- 
Kures the ſubject greatly — it is the /alvo of 
all your difficulties the cauſa fine qua non of all 
pour ideas on the ſubjet — and when you have 


made the moſt of it, it is for the purpoſe in queſ- 
tion, lighter than Air! — Admit that God Hates 


fin infinitely, and that this infinite hatred is ſuita- 
ble to be expreſſed by him: then Taſk, can he 


ew his infinite deteſtation, in any way ſo ſuita- 


Þly as by putting an end to ſo hateful a thing, 
and by exterminating the hated ſubject of it t 
Can you ſhew that utter deſtruction of the 


inner, is not an expreſſion of infinite hatred? 


Cannot you ſee Sir, that in order to execute 
an infinite puniſhment, the fruit of this infinite 
hatred, it is by no means nec: ary that the hated 
object ſhould be preſerved in eternal exiſtence, 
for the mere purpoſe of enduring torment ? Do 
you not ſee how unſuitable this is to Wiſdom 
and to Goodneſs ? Do you not ſee that this 


makes the deity cruel, unpitiful, revengeful ? Do 
you not ſee that this conduct is more ſuitable 


10 


417 * 


| & the Gad ae of the Wine of Darkneſs, than 
to him whoſe name is LO VE, and whoſe 
tender -mercies are over all his Works ? Shew 
me that there was no poſſible way, in which God 
could expreſs his infinite hatred, but in eternal 
torture, and then I will believe that this is the 
puniſhment which the wicked ſhall endure — 
| but let your proof have the light of the meridian | 
Sun; fer while I can poſſibly believe that God 
is 600, I ſhall be i to believe that 
this is true. | 


Page 9, 10, f1, prove what is as ſuitable t 
the doctrine I contend for, as it is to the doc- 
trine of eternal miſery. The diſpute is not 
no you ſee, whether there is ſuch à thing as 
eternal miſery, Nor is the diſpute, whether 
the wicked are to be annihilated, but Whether 
they are to be defiroyed. 


The general tenor of this Authors arguments 
to prove the abſolute eternity of the ſtate de- 
ſeribed in the Scriptures' by words indicative 
of eternity, I heartily concur with him in, as 1 
do in what he has ſaid as to the certainty that 
God will execute his threatenings; but I do 
very much abhor the account he gives us that 
the torments of the damned will ghor:fy God's 
- Fuftice and i that the ſight of hell torments 
will exall the happineſs of Saints“ This gives 
one à moſt degrading idea of the divine pærfecki- 
| —_—_ of future bappmigee It fills my mind with 
l horror 


(wy '8 
F 


horror and amazement — It may appear to yen 


to be a part of the bleſſed Goſpel of Jeſus 4 
*Chriſt — it appears to me to be the moſt fright- 1 
ful blaſphemy, the moſt deteſtable impiety: 'Y 


One who was leſs reſerved than even your 
author, ſhall ſpeak out upon this ſubject, and 
if you do not tremble at the relation, I ſhall. 
fear that your habits of thinking have wrought 
too effectually upon you to efface that charity, 
that univerfal benevolence, and loye, which it 
was ons great end of the gofpel difpenſation - 
to ſecure: and which I am enn forms 
the | moſt conſpicueus character of the happi- 
neſi of the future world — the words alluded 
to are theſe of Mr. Reynolds, in his Inquiry int 
me flate and œconomy of the' r (World, 
p. 303. ſpeaking of the great, the glorious 
and the beneficent God, he ſays ** ſo high 
«and great, fo incomprehenſibly ſupreme is he, 

. 4 that ten thouſand times ten thouſand moſt 
= « raiſerably tormented ſpirits ſhall. not in dhe 
bi nu eternity. Fen thouſand times ten thouſand 
j e moſt deleful+ſighs,. and! ſhricks, and groans, 

Land yellings, and roaringe, and howlinge, 

- under the moſt exquiſite tortures and an- 
« guiſn of ſpirit, ſhall not meet with the 
leaſh: pity or compaſſion, ; to. all eternity. 
„Oh the the dignity of that being, who has an 
. * everlaſting Hell to be the repreſentation or 
„ iumph ef his grandeur! There he rides in 


. 
"8 
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1 
magnificent, tho gloomy: i Rate; and marches. 


« over à world of damned Heads, with the moſt 
2 neee 2 and diſdain.“ 


Does not your heart on Are you. a 
filled:. with indignation ? Can you read this 
blaſphemy without a ſhudder ? Yet- this is the 
undiſguiſed import of your publication — May 
that bleſſed God, whoſe name you ſe miſerably 
traduce, grant you forgiveneſs. May that kind- 


neſs, which firſt. dictated the goſpel of God's 


Grace, make you ſenſible how much the doc- 
trine of eternal torment. and miſery, blackens 


and diſhonors tbe character of God It is my 


earneſt hope that you may ſee the plain, Oe 
and Cray Truth of the Goſpel, 


| IT is not within the 4 of this 1 


1 thoroughly to examine the paſſages your author 
has produced to proye, that becauſe men ſhall 
ſuffer exquiſite torment in their future puniſh- 5 


ment, that therefore the torment muſt of ne- 


| Cceſlity be eternal - this is reſeryed for the larger 
Work I have before hinted” at, Which is ready 


for the preſs; and herein it will moſt evidently 
appear; that your author is miſtaken in his appli. 
cations. ' It will therein appear that in the 
execution of the divine ſentence; 7. e. in tlie 


aſtruction ef the wicked by fire, there will be 
weeping and wailing and gnaſbing of teeth, and 


on" thele expreſſſons by no means prove, or 
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enrry the appearance a proving, that that 
weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, ſhall be 
ETERNAL. I cannot help huwever obſerving 
the great power of truth, - how does it force i- 
If upon the mind ot your author himfclt p. 13. 
where he ſays, that © the puniſhment” of the 
wicked which is called the | ſecond death, is 


4. doubtle ſs fo, called in reference to the death 


* of the body: and as the death of the body is 
t ordinarily attended with great pain and diftreſs, 
* fo the like, or ſomething vaſtly greater, is 
implied in calling the eternal punifhment of 
the wicked, th: /econd death.” How aptly dots 
he here ſo've to your hand, all the ſuppoſed diffi- 
cultics of ſuch declarations, as that we have Juſt x 
been couſidering — And how fairly might we 
argue that as the fult death is ordinarily attended 
with great pain and diſtreſs, ſo weeping and 
wailing and gnaſhing of teeth, will attend that 
"ſecond death, that everlaſling deflruttion which 
is the ultimate execution of the ſentence of 

God's Lay. Se 


Compare my good 65. tha; fie quinted 
from Rev. 20. v. 10. with the: cith verſe of 
the 14th chapter of that book, and both of 
them with Iſaiah 34. v. 9, 10, ti. and you 
will probably ſee,/ that by the lotty and pro- 
— phetical Language there uſed, is not intended, 
Bhat is licerally expreſſed — perhaps alſe upon 
* minute inveſtitzation, you will find that nen 


"oY 8 - 
* 


4 
4 
75 ; 


are net at all ſpoken of, in, that paſſage Rev. 

20. v. Io. and perhaps you will join with me 
in ceuſuring your author, for having ſo dexie 
rouſly uſed this paſſage in his cath page, 'as 4 
proutf that wicked men ſhall, be eternally + ter- 


5 mented, and in the AAth Pageias a proof that 
the Devil ſhall be ſo tormented, in contradiſ- 


tinction to men. Is this chriſtian .canuor?. 
T- his the conduct which a love of the TRUTH. 
inſpires ? Let me inticat you not to be alarmed 
if in this ſame »ath chap. of the. Revelations, 


you ſhguld alſo diſcover, that in. the concluſion 


of the dreadful ſcenes of the laſt day, DEATH and 
HELL | the GRAVE,] ſhall be calt into the Lake 
of FIRE. But let me beg of you to conſider, 
whether this is in order that death and the 


grave may, be tormented, or that they. may... be 
deftroyed, according 0 the Preuiction. “ « O Death 


1 will be thy VESTRUCTION ” and according 


; 60 of Car: 15. v. 20. 40 the laſt enemy that thall 


be DESTROYED'iS deu. And fo LIFE al 
. for ever, | 2 bo 


Do the 8. riptu res ever declare that the finally 
Inpenitent (hall be immortal, incor uptible + Does 
not the original curſe thew that DEATH ihould 
be the wages of ſin ? + Does not the lame curſe 
ſhew that by death Was intel. ded a reſolution 
ol the contticuent ar ts, a return to the prog 


dult 7 


t Gen, 3 3. \ Ve 77 1 9 „ Row, 6. v. 23, 
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The phraſes alſo of enge worm, and 
2 fire may deſerve a little of your at- 
tention · probably if you will throw off the 
learning of ſchools, you may think with Ham- 
mond, that theſe two phraſes refer to tlie two 
different methods of diſpoſing of the DEA 
—_ the Jews by burying and burning : and 

then they will point out deftruftion, perdition, 
— the worm” nt dying and the fire not being. 
quenched, will then ſignify that they produce 
utter, irretrievable perdition : : and for your 
aſſiſtance herein let me recommend you to 
2. Kings 22. v. 17. Iſa. 1. v 31. ch. 47 v 14. 
Jerem. 4. v. 4. ch. 7. v. 20. . 
and ch. 21. v. 12. Amos F. v. 6. &c. where 
you will find, that the phraſe unquenchable fire, 
does not mean that it ſhall burn for ever, but 
that it wall not be extinguiſhed, till it has ef- 
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: Is it not was Sie, that 3 or . icti- 
ons of future events are full of 4% metaphors 
and feourative expreſſions ? Are they not fre- 
quently hyperbolical ? Was not the rhetorick 
of the eaſtern | countries in the time of the 


wicked, 1 55 ne fone 'And what hinders, N 
that theſe deſcriptions ſhould not be highly wo 


ve, and metaphozical 7 
1,177 et How | 


(235). 


wy Aileen: afraid you are to believe tbat Ge 
| will not. eternally torment, but utterly deftroy of- 
ending man — you conſider that che bridle of 
eternal miſery taken off, men will ruſh with 
unreſtrainable eagerneſs into ſin — alas Sir! 

vou are miſtaken. I« not the doctrĩine of eter- 
nal torment one of the parents of deiſm } Does 
not this doctrine contradict men's natural ideas 
of God as a good, a benevolent being? Do not 
nine tenths of profeſſing Chriſtians, doub about 
it, or diſbelieve i it? Do not they proportionably 
diſbelieve the 'Scriptures, upon the preſumption 
that it is taught there > Do not ſuch diſbelie vers 
fly to an implicit, an unfounded reliance upon 
divine mercy ? And will ſuch blind notiaut pro- 
[duce moral good? Will not ſuch unſcriptural 
- notions. produce a great deal of moral evil? 
Vou are to underſtand; Sir, that when men 
deubt the truth of ternal terments, they directly 
Leap to the oppoſite extreme, and depend ſolely 

on ſomething they call divine mercy, not diſ- 

tinguiſhing the true doctrine of eternal perdition, 
which hes between them, and, which it it were 
Teen, would prove the happy medium, wherein 
men would be ſaved from blaſphemy and flaviſh 
"fears, on the one hand, and from oy pre jump- 
tion and Ml 1 on the other. 


3 . . ; » }; 3 


277 Ie; is a W of this Pn Author's amd. 


Loc) in his enquiry. into the Freedom of - 
. 8 the” 


— 


een; 


We with ſ. 2. that the will is * 
by the rongeſn motive — now the ground of, 


or that which ubs to faith is evidence, and that 


iis moſt evident Which is moſt rational; that 
Which is moſt rational, will therefore be moſt 


firmly believed. Now as the view oſ ſuture 


events, will more or leſs influence our preſent 
conduct, as thoſe views are more explicit and 
clear or more implicit and - obſcure;. in order to 
determine wi ich of theſe two doctrines would 
-moſt influence our moral conduct, we need 


only inquire which of them is the maſt rational 


nnd if the anſwer ſhould perchance be, 
that the doctrine of utter deſiridtion is moſt 
conſiſtent with our ideas of Juſtice, of Wiſdom, 
and of God. it will follow that the greateſt moral 
good will be produced by reprobating the re- 
:c6ived opinion; and by teaching as the Scrip- 
tures do that the world is kept in fore, reſerved 
unto fire againſt the day of Judgement, and. 


-PERDITION of ungodly men. 2 Pet. 3. 7. 


. 


b Once move, does not the doctrine of ſuitable 
"equivalent puniſhments, give us honorable no- 
tions of God? Ts not the deſtruction of ſin 
and the finner, the moſt effectual method to 
prevent evil? Is it not more probable that Gd 
ſhould remove theſe nuiſances from his Creation, 


than that they ſhould abide for ever? Is not 


Fd 


2 
1 
1 
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COLE 


not the teaching this doctrine ſecure a firm 
aſſent to the Scriptures, honorable. notions of 
God, end a conſequent virtuous obcdienceF=, 


A 


an ＋4 
_ 7. ** 


Admit however that ſome- profeſſig Chrifl 
tians do believe the doctrine of 2/drnal torments, 
and ſtedfaſtly ſo. Then let me aſk, do not hard 


and unworthy notions of the deity. check vir- 


tuous endeavors? Do not gloomy ideas of God 
rather i ffuence the fear and hatred, than the 


obe of God? And which of theſ- two principles 


is molt likely to produce acceptable obedience ? 
W hy Sir, the fact is that teaching eterrial torment 
as a part of the gloriou<gaſpel of God, is one of 
the moſt effectual means of overturning the great 
deſign of! that goſpel, that is, the Gs men 
VIRTUOUS and HAPPY, 


If Sir 11 any libertie⸗ which may 
appear to you aſſuming or unwarrantable, they 
are not dane with a view of. offending you, 
but to rouſe you to a ſenſe of the importance 
of TRUTH, and to jultify his character who 1s 


the loving Father of mankind = and tidy ear- 
—neſt hope and prayer to God is, that you may 
come to the perfect knowledge ef his trith, 


and to a conſiſtent and honotable view of his 


F- - Juſtice and goodneſs, 


| . CLARE 
th. Fes, 1789. 8 
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